Minors' access to cigarette vending machines--Texas.
The sale of tobacco products to persons aged < 18 years has been prohibited by law in Texas since September 1989*. This law requires cigarette vending machine owners to post signs on their machines stating the illegality of tobacco product sales to persons aged < 18 years and that merchants convicted for selling tobacco products to under-aged persons be fined a maximum of $500. In August 1991, Arlington, Texas, enacted legislation requiring installation of electronic locking devices on all cigarette vending machines. These devices render the vending machine inoperable until the store owner electronically unlocks the machine on customer request. To assess minors' access to cigarettes through vending machines, in October 1993 the Texas Department of Health conducted a study in Arlington and five neighboring communities. This report summarizes the study findings.